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Autumn calving means a busy time for the vet team “ 
” 

Case Study: Haemonchus Worms 
 We have had several phone calls recently regarding 

sudden death in sheep. Cases from two of these 

farms were sent for post mortem.  
 

The first farmer was finding middling size  growing 

lambs  dead in the field. Only one of these lambs 

had shown signs of scouring.  They had all been 

wormed but were towards the end of their cover. 

They were vaccinated against Clostridial diseases 

and pneumonia.  
 

On the second farm there had been a loss of 3    

mature ewes all in good body condition, again with 

no diarrhoea. All ewes with multiples had been 

wormed at lambing. Faecal egg counts (FEC) had 

revealed only a mild worm burden, therefore the 

ewes were being monitored for body condition and 

any signs of scour, whilst the lambs were wormed  

6weeks  after turn out. 
 

Both post mortem examinations revealed huge    

burdens of Haemonchus worms in the abomasum 

and only moderate amounts of typical gut 

worms.  Haemonchus, also known as the Barbers 

Pole Worm (due to its stripey appearance) causes 

severe anaemia. The Langford’s post mortem vets 

have reported a recent surge in Haemonchus due to 

ideal weather conditions for the parasite this year. 

The presentation can catch us out as the anaemia 

which causes death often precedes any typical worm 

symptoms such as diarrhoea. Animals affected can 

show signs of lethargy, weakness, fluid gathering 

under the chin, increased heart rate and respiratory 

rate as a result of the anaemia.  
 

Prevention is obviously better than cure but in acute 

cases where animals are presenting with sudden 

death, we cannot necessarily rely on FEC information 

alone to predict problems.  It is important to closely 

monitor animals for signs of ill health or anaemia on 

a regular basis, particularly in the second half of 

summer.  Pasture larvae come from eggs passed by 

ewes during the periparturient period as well as 

overwintered larvae on the pasture.  It is often when 

this first cycle has completed and a second          

generation of larvae infects animals in late summer 

that we see acute clinical disease.  
 

On some farms it may be possible to avoid problems 

by not grazing heavily infested pastures, for example 

moving animals (particularly weaned lambs) onto 

hay or silage aftermaths from July onwards.  Where 

treatment is needed it is best to leave a portion (say 

10%) of animals untreated or to return animals to 

the infected pasture for a few days before moving 

them; this helps to prevent anthelmintic resistance 

developing on your farm.  However in more severe 

acute outbreaks we may need to take more stringent 

action.  If you are concerned that Haemonchus may 

be a problem on your farm, we are more than happy 

to help you to formulate a farm specific control plan. 

Following on from a bright May 
and June, summer has been a 
bit of a washout!  
With the kids going back to 
school there is usually an     
upturn in the weather and     
harvest can get finished and 
attention can turn to the Maize 
around the end of September.  
 
As vets we are now busy      
calving lots of cows as the     
autumn block  i s  wel l            
underway, routine work      

continues and TB testing will 
increase as animals start to get 
housed.  
 
We’re now busy preparing for 
the Dairy Show.  
We have a new and improved 
stand this year – still in the 
Showering Pavilion and next to 
the main ring, but on the       
opposite side of the room.  
We will be having our annual 
farm awards this year so 
please come along and vote 

for the “Shepton Vets Farm of 
the Year”.  
 
Whilst on the stand you can   
enjoy a pastry at breakfast 
time, a full lunch or a piece of 
cake in the afternoon. We look 
forward to seeing you there. 
 
                          Oliver Tilling 
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Office opening hours 

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm  

 

Emergency Service 

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 
Local Events  

  
10th—14th October: DIY AI Course—Cornwall & 14th—17th November:  DIY AI Course—Somerset   

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this           
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.  

Pale gums from anaemia 
Haemonchus worms in the gut 



Events for Send a Cow 
 

For the last few months, we have    
taken part in a number of fundraising 
activities to raise money for Send a 
Cow; as part of the 50th anniversary 
of BCVA and as XLVets chosen     
charity. 

August  events: 

 At the Mid-Somerset Show we 
raised £73 from our doggy        
operation game and milking cow 
games on our stand. 

 

 On the 27th August a team from 
the farm and pets departments 
took on the sweltering heat to 
walk 12km from Wells to Priddy.   

 

 And our final skittles game of the   
season with John Lippiatt and    
Simon Wells’ teams raised another 
£60 towards  our  t a rget .          
Congratulations to Elliott the      
winner on the night. 

 

 We are so close to our target of 

£1300, with only £73 left to be able  
send 2 cows to Africa.   

Community 
Focus 

Team Shepton: Kate Sadler  

Farmer Focus: Beef Meeting 

As many of you know I have my own mini flock of Ryelands, which 

keep me entertained when I’m not busy driving around seeing 

cows. My love of Ryelands started in my first job in Wales where I 

was obviously surrounded by sheep, but Ryelands soon became my 

favourite, mostly because they are so cute and fluffy! We have had 

a good year this year with all the lambs growing well due to all the 

grass.  

I have also had my first experience of hatching chicks recently,  

with a lot of help from Thomas Davies from Butleigh Road Farm. 

We took 16 eggs in to my son Xander’s nursery, and managed to 

successfully hatch 13 chicks much to the delight of all the children 

and myself!   

Traditionally seen as a predominantly dairy practice, 

we have a large and growing number of excellent 

beef farmers in the practice. Last month Alex, Lottie 

and I held an evening meeting based on beef fertility.  

The meeting was well attended by beef clients, many 

of whom are already implementing good             

management strategies to improve productivity on 

their farms.  We had a variety of farmers and farming 

styles represented at the meeting. Some of these 

farms have already implemented tight calving        

seasons and discussed the benefits they see from 

this. 

The most important parameter we discussed in     

measuring the productivity of a beef herd is the 

weight of calf weaned per cow mated, with an aim for 

one calf per cow every 365 days. This requires good          

management of both cow health and bull selection. 

By improving fertility and tightening your calving       

period you can manage groups of cows in similar 

stages of gestation/lactation/weaning. Tighter calving 

periods also allow for more closely matched groups of 

calves, so growth rates and feeding can be more 

closely monitored.  

We discussed how basic record keeping is essential to 

monitor productivity. With the minimum data to    

record being number of females mated and number 

of females calved.  

We also discussed the use of synchronisation         

programmes and AI which are commonly used on 

dairy farms, hormones used to synchronise oestrus 

are being increasingly used in beef herds to help    

either tighten or advance breeding seasons or to    

access better genetics via AI. 

If you want more information please feel free to get 

in touch with one of the farm vets. We would be    

happy to help you with advice on fertility or any other 

aspect of your beef enterprise.   

         Kate Sadler 

 

We have a new location at this 

year’s dairy show; just opposite 

our old room, next to the main 

ring. 

So make sure you stop by for a 

chat with the vet team, lunch or 

afternoon tea, and to cast your 

vote for the Farm of the Year 

award.  

Come and meet our new farm vet 

Rob Powell, who will be joining 

the team at the beginning of    

October.  

We look forward to seeing for    

another great Dairy Show day.  

“ 

” 

 Dairy Show: 4th October 

New Flyboards   
 
As it is peak fly season, we have 
introduced pheromone based, fast 
kill fly bait boards. 
These can be hung in areas of the 
farm where biting flies are causing 
irritation, such as parlour yards, 
milking yards , calf housing and 
calving yards.  
 
Farms that have used these boards 
have noticed a reduction in fly    
bother. 
 
If this is something that you think 
might be of use on your farm, 
please speak to Hannah or your    
routine vet for further details. 
 

Vote for our ‘Farm of the Year’ at the 

Dairy Show 

Each year we identify farms achieving exceptional performance in 
health, fertility and production, and celebrate their success with practice 
awards.  
Once again, we would like your help in selecting the farm that you think 
is most deserving of our Shepton Vets Health and Fertility Cup. 
 
Come along to our stand at the Dairy Show and vote for the farm you 
feel that deserves to win from our shortlist.  
Our shortlist of farms will have achieved outstanding performance in 
one of 5 key areas: 
 
 Mastitis 
 Lameness 
 Fertility 
 Milk production 
 Infectious disease control 
 
So make sure you stop by for your chance to vote for this years winner. 


